
Joint statement from the City of Reykjavik and Airbnb 

 

  

Helping hosts to share their homes responsibly in Iceland 
  

REYKJAVIK, 13 December 2018 - From today, Airbnb will add a new field for hosts in Iceland to easily 

display their registration number on their listing page and will work closely with the authorities to promote 

the online registration process for home shares in Iceland, making it easier for hosts to comply with local 

rules. This is one of the results of an ongoing dialogue between the City of Reykjavik and Airbnb. The 

productive discussions will continue as both parties seek to promote responsible home sharing in 

Reykjavik and work on their common goal of making Reykjavik a better place to live and visit.  

  

This follows new rules which were introduced in Iceland last year, allowing regular Icelanders to share 

their homes. According to the rules: 

●   Hosts can share up to two homes up to 90 days per year combined and up to a total gross 

rental income of max. 2 million ISK 

●   Hosts are spared from burdensome procedures and only need to register via an online 

process and display their registration number[1] 

  

Dagur B. Eggertsson, Mayor of Reykjavik, said: 

  

“The City of Reykjavik has been in discussions with Airbnb for the past year or so regarding various aspects 

of the home sharing market where we as a city have been experiencing rapid growth in tourism. We want 

to emphasize that everything should be visible and transparent when it comes to home sharing and the 

District Commissioner has been successfully enforcing the national legislation on home sharing. The 

introduction of this new registration field is one phase of the discussions which we are realizing today but 

an important one.” 

  

Pieter Guldemond, Public Policy Manager at Airbnb, said: 

  

“Iceland has long supported home sharing as a welcome addition to the accommodation offer, and we’re 

pleased to be supporting them by making it even easier for hosts to share their homes responsibly. By 

working together, we can help more local families to follow the rules, generate new revenue streams that 

make our communities stronger and help expand Iceland’s tourism offering.” 

 

Notes to editors 

For any other questions, contact Helga Björk Laxdal helga.laxdal@reykjavik.is and Bernard D’heygere 

bernard.dheygere@airbnb.com 

  

 
[1] Hosts who share their homes more frequently will need to register as a business 

 


